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KEEP SUFFOLK BEAUTIFUL ENCOURAGES THE END TO CIGARETTE 
BUTT LITTER 

 
 
 
SUFFOLK, Virginia (July 1, 2015)  The City of Suffolk and Keep Suffolk Beautiful, 

along with six other localities, have partnered with askHRgreen.org to participate 

in a region-wide initiative to reduce cigarette litter. Advocating the theme 

“Cigarette butts = litter”, the askHRgreen.org Cigarette Litter Prevention Program 

received a $12,500 grant from Keep America Beautiful providing both free 

standing and wall mounted cigarette butt receptacles to be placed in strategic 

site locations throughout Hampton roads.  

 

Last month, a pre-scan was completed to find the most littered areas in 

downtown Suffolk. Finding over 300 cigarette butts throughout the Main Street 

area aided Keep Suffolk Beautiful in deciding to target the area. According to 

Keep America Beautiful, tobacco litter makes up 38% of roadway litter and 32% 

of litter in storm drains, making it the most littered item in our country.  

 

(more) 

 

 



Suffolk’s new receptacles have been installed downtown in front of Toke Hookah 

Lounge, Serendipity Hair Salon, near East Coast Taco, Super Drug Inc., and All 

About Virginia & More Gift Shop. The positioning of the receptacles combined 

with positive reminders, education and awareness will help smokers to do the 

right thing. Hampton Roads participating in the Cigarette Litter Prevention 

Program as a region is unique in that it is being implemented simultaneously in 

multiple areas. Although personalized in each locality, the message is the same: 

cigarette butts = litter. The results of this program, along with the follow up scan 

will be shared in a national report.   

 

What You Can Do to Prevent Cigarette Litter   
 

• Smokers can identify a cigarette butt receptacle before lighting up, carry a 

pocket ashtray, and never throw butts out of car windows  

• Businesses can provide receptacles outside their buildings, educate 

employees about their responsibility for a clean and safe working environment 

and participate in an “adopt-a-spot” program to clean up public places  

• Community Members can implement their own Keep America Beautiful 

Cigarette Littler Prevention Program. For info go to 

www.preventcigarettelittler.com 

• Recycling Butts? Yes You Can!  TerraCycle, working with the Santa Fe 

Natural Tobacco Company, turns cigarette waste into industrial products such as 

plastic pallets. They accept butts, filters, loose tobacco pouches, outer plastic 

packaging, inner foil packaging, rolling paper and ash. Collect the debris in a 

plastic bag and ship to the company for recycling. For every pound of waste 

collected, Santa Fe Natural Tobacco Company donates $1 toward the Keep 

America Beautiful Cigarette Littler Prevention Program. Details at 

www.terracycle.com 

 

(more) 

http://www.terracycle.com/


• Get Involved Join the #NoCigaretteLitterNow conversation on social 

media. Tweet us at @HRGreen and let us know how you are helping to spread 

the “Cigarette Butts = Litter” message. 

 

For more information regarding Suffolk’s participation in the Cigarette Litter 

Prevention Program, contact the Litter Control Coordinator at 

littercontrol@suffolkva.us or 757-516-7604. Log on to askHRgreen.org for more 

information on litter prevention, recycling, and everything green in Hampton 

Roads. Remember, cigarette butts are litter too. 
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