We Want To Hear From You
The public comment period will close 15 calendar days after this Design Public Hearing
(February 27, 2019). City of Suffolk representatives will review and evaluate all information
received as a result of the Design Public Hearing.
Written comments must be postmarked, emailed, or delivered to the City of Suffolk by
February 27, 2019 to the following address:
Route 17/Shoulders Hill Road Intersection:
Mark Velasquez, P.E.
Project Manager
City of Suffolk Public Works – Engineering
City Hall, 2nd Floor
442 West Washington Street
Suffolk, VA 23434
Phone: (757) 514-7626
Email: mvelasquez@suffolkva.us

Design Public Hearing
Route 17 (Bridge Road) and Shoulders Hill Road Intersection Improvements
City of Suffolk
VDOT Project: 0626-061-324, P101, R201 (UPC 69050)
Federal Project: STP-5A03 (769) PE; (900) RW; (901) CN

Written comments that are received tonight or by February 27th, will be made a part of the official record.

Anticipated Schedule:
(Contingent upon approved funding schedule)
Design Complete

Late Fall 2021

Start Construction

Spring 2022

Construction Complete

Fall 2023

Estimated Project Cost:
Design

$2,876,000

ROW Acquisition/Utility
Relocations

$8,670,507

Construction

$12,533,000

Total Project Cost

$24,079,507

February 12, 2019, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Creekside Elementary School
Suffolk, VA

The City of Suffolk welcomes you to the Design Public Hearing for the proposed Route 17 (Bridge
Road)/Shoulders Hill Road Intersection Improvements Project. This meeting is being held to
provide an opportunity for any person, acting on his or her own behalf, or representing a group or
a governmental agency, to give the City his or her comments and/or suggestions concerning the
proposed project after reviewing the project information. Representatives from the City of Suffolk
are on hand to discuss the project and to answer your questions.
A comment sheet is included in the handouts for this meeting, and your input is encouraged. All
written comments received on this project will be included in a transcript for review by City
personnel, citizens and other interested parties. City staff will address questions and concerns
raised as a result of this meeting. The meeting is being held in an open forum style. Although the
meeting does not include a formal presentation, this format provides the flexibility for participants
to discuss the proposed project one-on-one with appropriate project staff members so that
specific questions can be addressed.

Project History and Purpose
The Route 17 and Shoulders Hill Road corridors in Suffolk have experienced significant residential
and commercial growth over the last several years with resulting impacts at the intersection of
Route 17 and Shoulder’s Hill Road. Operations of the signalized intersection are being effected due
to an increase in turning movements, especially turns southbound onto Shoulders Hill Road from
westbound Route 17. The functionality of the intersection has degraded to the point that
undesirable delays continue to occur during peak-hour traffic posing safety concerns as waiting
traffic queues into the existing through lanes of Route 17. The need for improvements at the
intersection have been identified in the City’s Comprehensive Plan as well as the City’s Capital
Improvement Plan.
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The completion of the intersection improvements will address the projected growth in vehicles,
with average daily traffic for year 2042 on Route 17 westbound estimated to be 66,000 vehicles per
day compared 18
to th35,000
Street per day currently; 52,000 eastbound compared to 27,000 per day
currently, and a projected 25,000 vehicles per day on Shoulders Hill Road compared to 17,000
currently. The completion of the intersection improvements will also provide much needed safety
improvements as well as reduce idle times effecting air quality. Pedestrian and bicycle
accommodations will also be included in the project. The intersection improvements are vital to
the overall transportation network, providing additional capacity on Route 17 at the intersection,
as well as improving the flow of traffic in all directions at the intersection.

Project Description
The proposed intersection improvement project will provide for the widening of Route 17 from
four to six lanes from approximately 2,000 feet west of the intersection to approximately 3,300
feet east of the intersection and the widening of Shoulders Hill Road from two to four lanes to
approximately 1500 feet south of the intersection. Additionally, minor improvements on Knotts
Neck Road will extend approximately 300 feet north of the intersection. The project will also
include construction of triple left turn lanes from westbound Route 17 onto Shoulder’s Hill Road;
free flow right turn lane from northbound Shoulders Hill Road onto Route 17; additional right and
left turn lanes on Route 17; left turn lane on Shoulders Hill Road; and a shared right and left turn
with through lane on Knotts Neck Road. Other improvements include traffic signal upgrades,
installation of storm water management facilities and stormwater system improvements, curb and
gutter, raised median, street lighting, sidewalks and other related items.

Project Design Features
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Triple left turn lanes from westbound Route 17 onto southbound Shoulders Hill Road.
Free flow right turn lane from northbound Shoulders Hill Road onto eastbound Route 17.
Additional east and westbound through lanes on Route 17.
10-foot and 5-foot wide sidewalks
Raised median
Landscaping
Stormwater management facilities

Civil Rights
The City of Suffolk ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs and activities in
accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
If you need more information in regards to your civil rights on this project or special assistance for
persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact the project manager listed on the back
of this brochure.

Right of Way
Displays at this meeting show the extent of right of way that may be needed as the project is
currently proposed. As the design is further developed, additional easements and right of way may
be required beyond what is shown in the preliminary plans. Property owners will be informed of the
exact location of the right of way and easements during the right of way acquisition process and prior
to construction.

Environmental Review
The City of Suffolk has performed environmental reviews and coordination to obtain information
about environmental resources in the project vicinity, to provide natural and historic resource
agencies an opportunity to review and comment on the project during its development and to
identify opportunities for avoidance, minimization and mitigation of potential environmental
impacts.
The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is applicable to this project and a NEPA document in
the form of a categorical exclusion has been developed in cooperation with the Federal Highway
Administration and in accordance with federal guidelines. The NEPA document includes information
from various technical reviews including those related to natural resources, water quality, threatened
and endangered species, air quality, noise, etc.
The project will continue to be coordinated with the appropriate federal, state, and local agencies as
part of environmental review and approval processes required throughout project development and
construction. All required environmental clearances and permits will be obtained prior to
commencement of construction. Strict compliance with all environmental conditions and
commitments resulting from regulatory approvals and implementation of the City of Suffolk’s
specifications and standard best management practices will protect the environment during
construction. The NEPA document and the result of other environmental studies are available at
tonight’s meeting. Representatives are available to discuss this information and to answer questions.
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