
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

CHAPTER                                                                                                                                    PAGE 
 
Introduction            i 
 
 A.   General          i  
  
 B.   About the Guidelines         i 
 
 C.  Purpose and Role         i 
 
 D.   Organization          ii 
 
A. Brief History of Suffolk’s Development and Preservation Efforts    iii 
 
 A.   Introduction          iii 
 
 B.   Early History          iii 
 
 C.   1837 Fire          iii 
 
 D.   Post-Civil War         iii 
 
 E.   Architectural Styles         iv 
 
 F.   Preservation Efforts to Date        iv 
 
Chapter 1:   Suffolk’s Historic Districts        1 
 
 A. The Local Historic District        1 
 
 B. History of the Local Historic District       1 
 
 C. Purpose of the Local Historic District      2 
 
 D. Special Areas within the Local Historic District     2 
 

E. Categories of Significance within the Historic Conservation    3 
Overlay District 
 

F. Goals with the Historic Conservation Overlay District    4 
 
G. The National Register and Virginia Landmarks District    6 
 

Chapter 2:  The Historic Landmarks Commission & the Review Process   7 
 
 A. Introduction          7 
 
 B. The Historic Landmarks Commission      7 
 



 C. Meetings of the Historic Landmarks Commission     7 
 
 D. Responsibilities of the Historic Landmarks Commission    7 
 
 E. Certificate of Appropriateness       7 
 
 F. When is a Certificate of Appropriateness Needed?     8 
 
 G. Certificate of Appropriateness Application      8 
 
 H. Incomplete Applications        8 
 
 I. Major Actions          8 
 
 J. General Certificate of Appropriateness      9 
 
 K. Exemptions          9 
 
 L. Minor Actions          9 
 
 M. Non-Contributing Buildings        10 
 
 N. Appeals          10 
 
 O. Maintenance and Repair Required       11 
 
Chapter 3:   Planning a Project in the Historic District      13 
 
 A. General          13 
 
 B. Is the Property Within the National Register District?    13 
 
 C. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation    13 
 
 D. Check the Underlying Zoning District Requirements    13 
 
 E. Is the Building Residential or Commercial?      13 
 
 F. What Style is Your Building?        13 
 
 G. What is the Context of the Surrounding Area?     16 
 
 H. Consult with the City Staff        16 
 
 I. Preparing an Application Submittal       17 
 
Chapter 4:   Exterior Elements, Materials and Colors      19 
 
 A. General          19 
 
 B. Policy Statement on Use of Substitute Exterior Materials    19 



  B.1 Background 
  B.2 Synthetic Trim Materials 
  B.3 Statement of Conditions 
 
 C. Window Openings         19 
  C.1 Background 
  C.2 Typical Window Types 
  C.3 Guidelines for Window Preservation 
  C.4 Awnings 
 
 D. Doors           24 
  D.1 Background 
  D.2 Guidelines for Doors 
 
 E. Decorative Features         25 
  E.1 Cornices 
  E.2 Columns/Pilasters 
  E.3 Window and Door Trim 
 
 F. Materials          27 
  F.1 Masonry 
  F.2 Wood Materials 
 
 G. Architectural Metals         31 
  G.1 Background 
  G.2 Guidelines for Architectural Metals 
 
 H. Synthetic Siding         32 
  H.1 Background 
  H.2 Guidelines for Synthetic Siding 
 
 I. Painting          33 
  I.1 Background 
  I.2 Guidelines for Painting 
 
Chapter 5:   Residential Building Design Considerations      37 
 
 A. General          37   
 
 B. Residential Siting Considerations       37 
 
 C. Setbacks          37 
  C.l Front Yard Setbacks 
  C.2 Side Yard Setbacks 
 
 D. Off-Street Parking and Driveways       38 
 
 E. Fences and Low Screen Walls       38 
  E.1 General 
  E.2 Decorative Fences 
  E.3 Decorative Low Screen Walls 



  E.4 Tall Screen Fencing 
  E.5 Living Fences 
 
 F. Other Site Features         40   
  F.1 Landscaping 
  F.2 Technological Advances 
  F.3 Light Fixtures 
  F.4 Miscellaneous Exterior Items 
 
 G. Design of the Building Mass – Additions      41 
  G.1 Building Form 
  G.2 Form of Additions 
  G.3 Directional Expression 
  G.4 Height and Width of Additions 
 
 H. Foundation Design         42 
  H.1 Maintenance Guidelines 
  H.2 Rehabilitation Guidelines 
  H.3 Addition Guidelines 
 
 I. Roofs           42 
  I.1 Design 
  I.2 Preserve Historic Roof Elements 
  I.3 Maintain Historic Roof 
  I.4 Preserve Historic Roof Materials 
  I.5 Hide Appurtenances from View of Public Way 
  I.6 Design of Roof Additions 
  I.7 Roofing Materials for Replacement Roofs 
  I.8 Policy Statement on Roof Replacement 
  I.9 Condition Statement 
 
 J. Residential Porches and Entrances       44 
  J.1 Typical Entrances and Porches 
  J.2 Guidelines for Residential Porches 
 
 K. Outbuildings          45 
  K.1 Guidelines for New Outbuildings 
 
Chapter 6:   Commercial Building Design Considerations     47 
 
 A. Background          47 
  A.1 Historic Urban Core 
  A.2 Historic Entry Corridors 
 
 B. Rehabilitation of Historic Building Facades      48 
 
 C. Mercantile Buildings in the Commercial Area     49 
  C.1 General 
  C.2 Guidelines for Mercantile Buildings 
 
 D. Residential Buildings in the Commercial Area     51 



  D.1 General 
  D.2 Guidelines for Residential Buildings  
 
 E. Signage Design         52 
  E.1 Background 
  E.2 Guidelines for Signage 
 
 F. ADA Access Ramps and Lifts       55 
  F.1 Background 
  F.2 Guidelines for ADA Access 
 
Chapter 7:   New Construction         57 
 
 A. Background          57 
 
 B. Creativity          57 
 
 C. Guidance for New Construction       57 
 
 D. General Application         58 
 
 E. Residential Guidelines        60 
 
 F. Mercantile Building Guidelines       62 
 
 G. Certificate of Appropriateness       64 
 
Chapter 8:   Demolition or Removal of Buildings       65 
 
 A. Background          65 
 
 B. Authority          65 
 
 C. Guidelines for the Consideration of Demolishing or Moving Buildings  65 
 
 D. Guidelines for Moving or Demolishing Buildings     66 
  D.1 Demolition 
  D.2 Moving 
 
 E. Alternative Procedures        67 
 
Chapter 9:   Financial Incentives         69 
 
 A. Introduction          69 
 
 B. Federal and State Tax Credits for Rehabilitation     69 
 
 C. City Programs          70 
 
 D. Enterprise Zone Program        71 
 



 E. Historic District Discount Paint Program      72 
 
Appendix A – Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation    73 
 
Appendix B – Application/Review Requirements       75 
 
Appendix C – Glossary          79 
 
Appendix D – Bibliography          85 
 
Appendix E – Resources/Contacts         89 
 
Appendix F—Picture and Graphic Sources        93 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


