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Dismal Swamp Narrated Bus Tour Canceled 
 

SUFFOLK, VA (August 5, 2011) Due to a fire discovered in the Dismal Swamp 

Refuge, Railroad Ditch Road and trail will be closed until further notice, and the 

narrated  bus tour to Lake Drummond scheduled for Saturday August 6, 2011 

has been canceled as well.  The next narrated bus tour is scheduled for 

Saturday, August 13. 

 

The Refuge was notified of the wildfires around 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 4, 

2011.  There are two wildfires, located southwest of Lake Drummond off Interior 

Ditch Road.  Attached is a Google map showing the approximate location of each 

fire. 

 

As of 2:30 p.m. Friday, August 5, the larger fire (Lateral West) is estimated at 15 

acres and the smaller fire (Lateral West 2) is a single tree fire.  Lateral West has 

begun to produce some visible smoke; however, much of the smoke appeared to 

be from ground fire.  The fires were started by recent lightning. 

 

The Refuge has two bulldozers and a helicopter working the fires in an effort to 

stop their movement and spread rate.  Additional resources, including both 

equipment and personnel, are expected to arrive over the next few days. 

 



For up-to-date information on the Lateral West Fires, please contact Refuge 

Manager Chris Lowie, 757-986-3705. 
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