
CITY OF SUFFOLK ELECTORAL BOARD MEETING
MARCH 4, 2020

_______________________________________________________

CALL TO ORDER:

Erin Rice, Chairman, called to order the meeting of the City of Suffolk Electoral Board, 
at 9:06 a.m., on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, at the Voter Registration Office, 440 
Market Street, First Floor, Suffolk, Virginia.

ROLL CALL:

The following persons were present:

Erin Rice, James Banks, Beverly Outlaw, Les Ward and Susan Saunders.

ORDER OF BUSINESS:

Ms. Outlaw requested Ms. Saunders to describe to the board her concerns regarding 
attending party committee meetings.  Ms. Saunders explained that she had been 
approached by a delegate requesting she attend a committee meeting and advise the 
members of the new laws to take effect July 1, 2020.  I explained to the Board that I did 
not want to jeopardize my impartial standing as General Registrar by attending any 
party committee meetings.  Ms. Rice commented that it should be the duty of the Board 
members to attend political engagements and explain new laws and procedures.  Ms. 
Outlaw made a motion to invite political chairpersons to the Electoral Board meetings 
twice a year and the Board would be able to address any of their questions or concerns 
at those times.  Ms. Rice seconded the motion and it was carried by 3-0.  Ms. Outlaw 
advised that she would send an email to Del. Jenkins, on behalf of the Board, stating 
that she and Mr. Banks would attend the Suffolk Democratic Committee meeting, which
will be held on Tuesday, March 10, 2020, and speak regarding new laws, offices up for 
election in November and the voting process.

CONDUCTING THE MEETING:

Ms. Beverly Outlaw, Secretary, inquired if there were any candidate or party 
representatives present or any provisional voters present.  There were no provisional 
voters, no candidates and no party representatives present at the canvassing of the votes
on Wednesday, March 4, 2020.

Ms. Outlaw moved that the Electoral Board for the City of Suffolk, Virginia convene in 
closed session pursuant to Section 24.2-653(B) of the Code of Virginia for the purpose of
considering whether each person who submitted a provisional vote at the election on 
March 3, 2020, was qualified to do so, and she also moved that the general registrar and
any authorized representatives of candidates or political parties, as specified in Section 
24.2-653(B), be allowed to remain in the room during the closed meeting, and that any 
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person who cast provisional votes and who are present be allowed to enter the room 
while their qualifications are considered to present any relevant information on their 
behalf to the Board.  Ms. Erin Rice seconded the motion and it was approved by a vote of
3-0.

Ms. Outlaw moved that the Electoral Board for the City of Suffolk, Virginia, certify that 
the only matters discussed in the closed session just concluded were the qualifications of
provisional voters, as directed by Section 24.2-653(B) of the Code of Virginia, and as 
identified in the motion to close the meeting pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act.  The motion was seconded by James Banks and the motion carried by a
vote of 3-0.

Ms. Outlaw directed that the Board continue with canvassing the Election by tallying the
results from each precinct.  

A lunch break was taken at 1:10 p.m.

The Electoral Board reconvened the canvassing of the votes at 1:50 p.m.

Ms. Outlaw moved that the provisional ballots meeting would have to be concluded on 
Friday, March 6, 2020 at 1:20 p.m., in order to comply with the statutory period for 
voters to provide ID.  James Banks seconded the motion and it was carried by a vote of 
3-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:18 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2020, CONTINUATION OF PROVISIONAL BALLOTS 
MEETING:

Ms. Erin Rice, Chairman, called to order the meeting for the City of Suffolk Electoral 
Board at 12:05 p.m., Friday, March 6, 2020, at the Voter Registration Office, 440 
Market Street, First Floor, Suffolk, Virginia.

ROLL CALL:

The following persons were present:

Erin Rice, James Banks, Beverly Outlaw and Susan Saunders.

In open meeting, the Electoral Board for the City of Suffolk voted on the qualifications of
the provisional voters whose qualifications were discussed in the closed meeting.  The 
results, as indicated by the Provisional Poll Book and Log Sheets, are that 7 provisional 
ballots were counted and 18 provisional ballots were denied.
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ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, this meeting was adjourned at 1:02 p.m.  The next 
Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 5, 2020.

________________________________
Erin Rice, Chairman

________________________________
James Banks, Vice Chairman

________________________________
Beverly Outlaw, Secretary




