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PART I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Section 1 – Definitions
The following words and terms when used in this manual shall have the following meanings unless the
context is clearly indicates otherwise:
“Automobile and watercraft transporters” means a tractor truck, lowboy, vehicle, or combination,
including vehicles or combinations that transport motor vehicles or watercraft on their power unit,
designed and used exclusively for the transportation of motor vehicles or watercraft.
“Blanket Permit” means the permit is valid for more than one move.
“Commissioner” means the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV).
“Divided Roadway” means that opposing traffic is separated by a raised or marked median.
“Emergency” An emergency is defined as a calamity, existing or imminent, caused by fire, flood, riot,
windstorm, explosion or act of God, which requires immediate remedial action to protect life or
property.
“Escort Vehicle Driver Certification” means a valid document issued by a state that signifies that the
holder of the certification has successfully completed the issuing state’s requirements to escort over
dimensional vehicle configurations.
“Group of axles” means any two or more consecutive axles located under a vehicle or combination.
“Gross Weight” means the aggregate weight of a vehicle or combination of vehicles and the load
thereon.
“Nondivisible load or vehicle” means any load or vehicle configuration exceeding applicable size or
weight limits which, if separated into smaller loads, would:
1. Compromise the intended use of the vehicle, i.e., make it unable to perform the function for
which it was intended;
2. Destroy the value of the load or vehicle, i.e., make it unusable for its intended purpose; or
3. Require more than eight man work hours to dismantle using appropriate equipment. The
applicant for a nondivisible load permit has the burden of proof as to the number of man
work hours required to dismantle the load.
“Nondivisible load or vehicle” can also be defined as in 23 CFR 658.5
(http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/cfr-table-search.html).
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“Off-centered load” means a transport vehicle’s cargo is loaded so that there is no overhang on driver’s
side of the transport vehicle and overhang on the passenger side load that extends beyond, and is not
evenly distributed across the bed of the transport vehicle. Off-centered loads must be loaded so the
overhang is to the passenger side of the transport vehicle.
“Permit Office” City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering – Permits 442 W. Washington Street, 1st Floor,
Suffolk, Virginia 23434, Telephone # (757) 514-7606, Fax # (757) 514-7620.
“Posted Roads” are roads which have signage restricting travel to limited size and/or weight vehicle
loads.
“Primary Routes” are those travel routes most suitable for over dimensional/overweight vehicle of four
(4)-lane or greater, divided roadway.
“Right-of-way” is the land, property, or interest therein, usually in a strip, acquired for or devoted to a
public street or road.
“Semitrailer” means a vehicle of the trailer type so designed and used in conjunction with a motor
vehicle that some part of its own weight and that of its own load rest on or is carried by another vehicle.
“Single axle” means an assembly of two or more wheels whose centers are in one transverse vertical
plane or may be included between two parallel transverse vertical planes forty inches apart, extending
across the full width of the vehicle.
“Single axle weight” means the total weight transmitted to the highway by all wheels whose centers
may be included between two parallel transverse vertical planes forty inches apart, extending across the
full width of the vehicle.
“Solid waste” means any garbage, refuse, sludge and other discarded material, including solid, liquid,
semisolid or contained gaseous material, resulting from industrial, commercial, mining and agricultural
operations, or community activities but does not include (i) solid or dissolved material in domestic
sewage, (ii) solid or dissolved material in irrigation return flows or in industrial discharges that are
sources subject to a permit from the State Water Control Board, or (III) source, special nuclear, or
byproduct material as defined by the Federal Atomic Energy Act of 1954.
“Standard Permit” is a Blanket Permit.
“Stinger-steered automobile and motorcraft transporter” means a motor vehicle or watercraft
transporter configured as a semitrailer combination wherein the fifth wheel is located on a drop frame
behind and below the rearmost axle of the power unit.
“Sunrise/Sunset” are the official times listed in publications (i.e. Local Newspapers, Airports, News
Broadcast, National Weather Service, NOAA).
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“Tandem Axle” means any two or more consecutive axles whose centers are more than forty inches but
not more than ninety-six inches apart, and are individually attached to and/or articulated from a
common attachment to the vehicle including a connecting mechanism designed to equalize the load
between axles.
“Tandem axle weight” means the total weight transmitted to the highway by two or more consecutive
axles whose centers may be included between parallel transverse vertical planes spaced more than forty
inches and more than ninety-six inches apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle.
“Tractor truck” means a motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other vehicles and not
so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of the load and weight of the vehicle attached
thereto.
“Truck – tractor semitrailer – semitrailer” is in a truck-tractor semitrailer combination vehicle, the two
trailing units are connected with a B-train assembly.
“Trailer” means a vehicle without motive power designed for carrying property or passengers wholly on
its own structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle, including manufactured housing.
“Truck” means a motor vehicle designed to transport property on its own structure independent of any
other vehicle and having a registered grow weight in excess of 7,500 pounds.
“VDOT” means the Virginia Department of Transportation.
“Vehicle configuration” means the height, weight, width and length of a vehicle including vehicle axle
spacing and related axle load.

Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203, 46.2-1122 and Article 18 (§46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of
Virginia and 24VAC20-81-10 of the Virginia Administrative Code.

Section 2 – General
Citing 24VAC20-81-20.
A. The Code of Virginia sets forth limitations of weight, width, height and length of objects and
vehicles that may be moved upon state highways and also empowers the Commissioner of the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to issue oversize or overweight permits for vehicles
traveling over Virginia’s highways with loads that, when reduced to their smallest dimensions,
exceed maximum legal weight or size limits.
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B. The intent of establishing statutory limitations is to protect the traveling public from hazard and
unnecessary inconvenience, and to preserve the capacity and structural integrity of highways
and bridges. Also, it is assumed that the state legislature did not intend for the Virginia DMV to
allow, by permit, the movement of any and all vehicles or loads over the highways where such
movement would exceed statutory limitations (especially where other forms of transportation
are available or when loads can be reasonably reduced to meet statutory limits).
C. Permits issued by the Virginia DMV have jurisdiction only on those roads maintained by the
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) or where an agreement exists between the
Virginia DMV and a jurisdiction that bears the responsibility of maintaining their own roads.
However, the Virginia DMV’ hauling permit is valid for travel over city streets provided that the
streets are listed within the permit. Applicants must secure approval from local authorities prior
to making movements over roads under local jurisdiction that are not listed on the Virginia
DMV’ hauling permit. The City of Suffolk has jurisdiction on all streets within the city, except for
I-164, I-664.
D. The policy of the Virginia DMV and the City of Suffolk shall give primary consideration to the
safety, comfort, convenience of the traveling public and to the economic interest of the
Commonwealth while preserving the integrity of the state and city highway system.
Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.

Section 3 – Permitting Process
A. The City of Suffolk permit may require a copy of the DMV permit, when it is deemed necessary
by the permitting authority.
B. Application for:

City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering – Permits
442 W. Washington St., 1st Floor
One Stop Shop
Suffolk, Virginia 23434
Telephone: (757) 514-7606
Fax: (757) 514-7620

Application for permits requiring a bridge engineering review or other special conditions or
considerations including extremely over dimensional/overweight movements; the approximate
review time depending on the complexity of the move may take up to 30 working days following
the receipt of a complete permit application package.
C. Permits may be obtained in the following ways:
•
•

Online at https:
http://www.suffolkva.us/404/hauling-permits
Appearing in person at :
City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering – Permits
442 W. Washington St., 1st Floor
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One Stop Shop
Suffolk, Virginia 23434
Monday through Friday - 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Section 4 - Requirements for an application
A. Applications for moving and hauling permits must be made on the appropriate form. There is an
application provided in the back of the manual.
B. The party requesting the permit must provide a legible, completed and signed application.
C. The following additional documents must be provided when applying for a permit.
1. Virginia State Permit
2. A Certification of Insurance in the amount of $1,000,000. It must name the City of
Suffolk as the certificate holder. The city’s information at the top of the application is
acceptable to use.

PART II
STATUTORY WEIGHT AND SIZE LIMITS
Section 5 - Primary and Secondary Systems
See Virginia Administrative Code Sections: 24VAC20-81-50. Primary and Secondary Systems.
Section 6 – Legal Weight Allowed Based on Axle Spacing
See Virginia Administrative Code Sections: 24VAC20-81-60. Legal Weight Allowed Based on Axle Spacing.
Section 7 - Maximum Single Axle and Tandem Axle Weight Allowed without an Engineering Review
24VAC20-81-70. Maximum Single Axle and Tandem Axle Weight Allowed Without an Engineering
Review.
Maximum weight in pounds according to vehicle axle spacing allowed by permit without an engineering
review from the City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering – Permits for any single axle or tandem axle
group.
Single Axle Weight:

Tandem Axle Weight:

24,000 pounds (or 850 pounds per inch, width of
tire measured in contact with the surface of the
road)
44,0000 pounds
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24VAC20-81-80. Maximum Weight Allowed by permit without an Engineering review based on axle
spacing.
Maximum weight in pounds according to vehicle axle spacing’s allowed by permit without an
engineering review from the City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering – Permits for any group of two or
more consecutive axles.
All vehicle configurations shall be reduced to the smallest dimensions possible and those exceeding the
specifications identified in this chart will require an engineering review before a permit can be issued.
This review may take up to 30 working days following the receipt of a complete permit package.
“L” is defined as the distance in feet between any group of two or more consecutive axles, when
measured longitudinally, from the center of the axle to the center of the axle, with any fraction of a foot
rounded to the next highest foot as set forth in the following table:
“L”
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

2 axles
44,000
44,000
44,000
44,000
48,000

3 axles

53,500
54,500
55,000
56,000
56,500
57,500
58,000
59,000
59,500
60,500
61,000
62,000
62,500
63,500
64,000
65,000
65,500
66,500
67,000
68,000
68,500
69,500
70,000
71,000
71,500

4 axles

5 axles

6 axles

7 or more axles

63,000
63,500
64,500
65,000
65,500
66,500
67,000
67,500
68,500
69,000
69,500
70,500
71,000
71,500
72,500
73,000
73,500
74,500
75,000
75,500
76,500
77,000
77,500

72,500
73,000
74,000
74,500
75,000
75,500
76,500
77,000
77,500
78,000
79,000
79,500
80,000
80,500
81,500
82,000
82,500
83,000
84,000

82,000
82,500
83,000
84,000
84,500
85,000
85,500
86,000
87,000
87,500
88,000
88,500
89,000
90,000
90,500

91,500
92,000
92,500
93,000
94,000
94,500
95,000
95,500
96,000
97,000
97,500
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“L”

2 axles

3 axles

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

4 axles
78,500
79,000
79,500
80,500
81,000
81,500
82,500
83,000
83,500
84,500
85,000
85,500
86,500
87,000
87,500
88,500
89,000
89,500
90,500
91,000
91,500
92,500
93,000
94,000
94,500
95,000
96,000

5 axles
84,500
85,000
85,500
86,500
87,000
87,500
88,000
89,000
89,500
90,000
90,500
91,500
92,000
92,500
93,000
94,000
94,500
95,000
95,500
96,500
97,000
97,500
98,000
99,000
99,500
100,000
101,000
101,500
102,000
102,500

6 axles
91,000
91,500
92,000
93,000
93,500
94,000
94,500
95,000
96,000
96,500
97,000
97,500
98,000
99,000
99,500
100,000
100,500
101,000
102,000
102,500
103,000
104,000
104,500
105,000
105,500
106,000
106,500
107,000
108,000
108,500

7 or more axles
98,000
98,500
99,000
99,500
100,500
101,000
101,500
102,000
102,500
103,000
104,000
104,500
105,000
105,500
106,000
106,500
107,500
108,000
108,500
109,000
109,500
110,000
111,000
111,500
112,000
112,500
113,000
113,500
114,500
115,000

Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.

PART III
DESCRIPTION, REQUIREMENTS AND LIMITATIONS OF SPECIAL PERMITS AVAILABLE
Section 8 – TYPES OF PERMITS
Single Trip Permit. (citing 24VAC20-81-90 with city-specific information).
1. Single Trip permits are issued to cover one movement between two specific points. Single Trip
permits are vehicle specific and cannot be transferred between vehicles. Most Single Trip
permits are valid for a 13-day period; however the Permits and Inspections Office may restrict
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any Single Trip permit movement to a lesser period depending on various circumstances such as
weather, routes of travel, construction projects, overall dimensions of the vehicle configurations
or other unforeseen circumstances. No refunds or credits will be granted for unused or expired
permits.
2. Since the permits are vehicle specific, the original permit or a legible copy of the entire permit is
required to be carried in the transport vehicle. This permit shall be presented to DMV, law
enforcement, Department of Transportation or City of Suffolk officials when requested.

Maximum Size and Weight Limitations for the Single Trip Permit
Height:
Width:
Length:
Single Axle:
Tandem Axle:
Tri-Axle:

15’ 0”
15’ 0”
150’ 0”
24,000 pounds
44,000 pounds
Maximum weight based on total amount of spacing
between the centers of the first and last axle in the 3 axle
group – see 24VAC20-81-80.

Quad Axle:

Maximum weight based on total amount of spacing
between the centers of the first and last axle in the 4 axle
group – see 24VAC20-81-80.

Gross Weight:

Maximum weight based on total number of axles in the
configuration and the total amount of spacing between the
centers of the first and last axles – see 24VAC20-81-80.

Superload Single Trip Permit. (citing 24VAC20-81-100).
A. Like the Single Trip permit, Superload Single Trip permits are issued to cover one movement
between two specific points. Superload Single Trip permit requests exceed the maximum
weight or size limitations allowed on a Single Trip permit. Superload Single Trip permits
requests require various levels of research and analysis and should be submitted to the Permits
and Inspections Office at least 30 working days prior to the anticipated date of movement. All
Superload Single Trip permits are issued on a case-by-case basis, and only after an appropriate
review, or City of Suffolk Public Works engineering analysis has determined that the vehicle
configuration will not harm or damage bridges and structures on the designated routes of travel.
Results of the review or engineering analysis may render the vehicle configuration ineligible for
movement.
Superload Single Trip permits are vehicle specific and cannot be transferred between vehicles.
Since Superload Single Trip permits are vehicle specific, the original permit or a legible copy of
the entire permit is required to be carried in the transport vehicle. This permit shall be
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presented to DMV, law enforcement, City of Suffolk officials or Department of Transportation
officials when requested.
In cases where the Superload Single Trip permit request requires an in-depth engineering
analysis to be performed on the requested route of travel, the City of Suffolk Public Works
Engineering will submit the completed application packet to the certified Engineering Firm
contracted. The engineering firm will perform the in-depth engineering review. The applicant is
responsible for paying all expenses associated with the in-depth engineering analysis. The
permit applicant will respond, in writing, agreeing to pay the engineering analysis fee. At that
time, the City of Suffolk will put the customer in contact with the Engineering firm to process
the cost of the in-depth analysis. The permit application packet will be sent to the engineer for
processing. Once completed by the engineer, the City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering will
proceed with preparing an invoice for the permit fee. Once everything has been completed the
permit will be released
B. Requirements for Superload Single Trip permits exceeding certain parameters are described in
this subsection:
A letter of variance is required on all movements that exceed any of the following parameters:
18 feet in width; 250,000 pounds in weight; 200 feet in length; or 16 feet in height. The shipper
or the manufacturer of the oversized or overweight item will submit the information listed
below to the City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering – Permits. The letter shall list, in detail:
1. Name and description of the item being moved;
2. Overall loaded dimensions for the vehicle configuration to include height, weight, width, and
length of the vehicle including vehicle axle spacing and related axle load.
3. Explanation of why the load cannot be reduced;
4. Explanation of why the load cannot be transported by air, rail or water;
5. Origin and destination specific to Suffolk;
6. Preferred routes of travel;
7. Point of contact, someone within the company that can speak to the requested movement in
case additional information is needed.
C.

In addition to the letter of variance all movements that exceed 18 feet in width or 16 feet in
height may be required to submit a detailed travel plan, depending on the time of travel and the
routes of travel. The plan should include but is not limited to the following:
1. The plan should address how to facilitate the movement of emergency vehicles responding to
emergencies. The plan will also identify locations where the over dimensional configuration will
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pull over to allow movement of traffic. Traffic shall not be detained for more than 10 minutes if
at all possible. The plan will also address layover locations.
2. Letters from property owners or public facilities giving permission to layover on their property
until able to proceed in accordance with the permit. Each letter shall include the name, phone
number and email address of the primary point of contact. The hauling permit staff will contact
the point of contact to confirm the layover privileges on their property prior to City of Suffolk
Public Works Engineering - Permits issuing the Superload Single Trip permit.
3. Letters from local law-enforcement personnel agreeing to escort the over dimensional
configuration through their jurisdiction. Each letter shall include the name, phone number and
email address of the primary point of contact. The hauling permit staff will contact the point of
contact to confirm their escorting role prior to City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering Permits issuing the super-load single trip permit.
4. Letters from affected utility, cable and telephone companies, agreeing to accompany the over
dimensional configuration to lift overhead wires. Each letter shall include the name, phone
number and email address of the primary point of contact. The hauling permit staff will contact
the point of contact to confirm their role in the move prior Public Works Engineering - Permits
to City of Suffolk Public Works Engineering - Permits issuing the hauling permit.
5. Letters from the City of Suffolk agreeing to accompany the over dimensional configuration to lift
overhead traffic signals, remove traffic signal arms, or remove guardrails, or remove signs, or
remove and or adjust any inventory maintained by their department. Each letter shall include
the name, phone number and email address of the primary point of contact. The hauling permit
staff will contact the point of contact to confirm their role in the move prior to City of Suffolk
Public Works Engineering - Permits issuing the hauling permit.
6. Any move requiring the use City of Suffolk services shall be at the Applicant’s expense.
Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 24VAC20-81-110.

General Blanket Permit (Standard Permit). (citing 24VAC20-81-110).
General Blanket permits allow frequent movements within a specified time period on designated or
unrestricted routes in the City of Suffolk. General Blanket permits are issued on a case-by-case basis and
only after appropriate reviews or analysis have been completed to ensure the vehicle configuration will
not harm or damage bridges, structures, or other state, or local inventory along the routes of travel.
General Blanket permits are vehicle specific and cannot be transferred between vehicles. Since the
permits are vehicle specific, the original permit or a legible copy of the entire permit is required to be
carried in the transport vehicle. This permit shall be presented to DMV, law enforcement, City of Suffolk
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personnel, or VDOT officials when requested.

Maximum Size and Weight Limitations for the General Blanket Permit
Height:

14’ 0”

Width:

12’ 0” – (City of Suffolk specific)

Length:

90’ 0” (including front or rear overhang)

Single Axle:

24,000 pounds

Tandem Axle:

44,000 pounds

Tri-Axle:

Maximum weight based on axle spacing between the centers of the first and
last axle in the 3-axle group - see 24VAC20-81-80.

Quad Axle:

Maximum weight based on axle spacing between the centers of the first and
last axle in the 4-axle group - see 24VAC20-81-80.

Gross Weight:

Maximum weight based on the total number of axles in the configuration and
the amount of spacing between the centers of the first and last axles - see
24VAC20-81-80.

Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.
Superload Blanket Permit. (citing 24VAC20-81-120).
When the vehicle configuration exceeds the parameters allowed for the General Blanket permit, the
applicant may apply for a Superload Blanket permit. These permits may be issued on a case-by-case
basis. The Superload Blanket permit allows frequent movements within a specified time period on
specific routes. All requests for the Superload Blanket permit must be submitted to the City of Suffolk
Permit Office at least 10 workdays in advance of the anticipated movement date. These permits are
vehicle specific and cannot be transferred between vehicle configurations. Superload Blanket Permits
are issued only after the appropriate reviews or City of Suffolk engineering analysis have been
completed to ensure that the vehicle configuration will not harm or damage bridges, structures, or other
state, or local inventory on the routes of travel. Results of the reviews or engineering analysis may
render the vehicle configuration ineligible to move under the authority of a Superload Blanket permit.
Payment for engineering analysis shall be paid in advance.
Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.
(As provided by statute Virginia Code §46.2-1139)
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Section 9 - Rubber-tired Equipment and Crane Permits
A City of Suffolk Hauling Permit shall be required for any unladen, oversize and overweight, rubber-tired,
self-propelled haulers and loaders; permits; engineering analysis; costs.
A city of Suffolk Hauling Permit shall be required for truck cranes exceeding and legal size/weights.
Note: Vehicles exceeding the axle weight and gross weight limits of this section shall be
considered on a case by case basis by the permitting authority. A permit will not be issued if the
load can be reasonably reduced to legal limitations of size and weight as described in Section 6
(24VAC20-81-60). Hauling more than one item at a time, gross weight and axle weights shall be
in accordance with Section 6. Load items shall not be loaded side by side to create an over
width condition; end to end to create an over length condition; or stacked to create an over
height condition. Field verification by the permitting authority may be required to determine
whether an item can be reasonably reduced.
All vehicle configurations shall be reduced to the smallest dimensions possible and those exceeding the
specifications identified in this chart (24VAC20-81-80) will require an engineering review before a
permit can be issued.

PART IV
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS/REGULATIONS
Section 10 - Travel Restrictions; Holiday Travel; Days and Times of Travel
Travel Restrictions; Holiday Travel; Days and Times of Travel; (citing 24VAC20-81-150 with city-specific
information).
A. Permitted vehicle configurations are allowed to travel on all holidays except the following state
observed holidays: (i) New Year's Day, (ii) Memorial Day, (iii) Independence Day, (iv) Labor Day,
(v) Thanksgiving Day, and (vi) Christmas Day.
B. On the holidays mentioned above, permits will not be valid from noon the preceding weekday
through the holiday. If the observed holiday falls on a Monday the permit will not be valid from
noon on the preceding Friday through Monday.
C. Normal times of travel for permitted loads are sunrise to sunset on Saturdays. Monday through
Friday hours permitted are between 9 am – 4 pm and 6 pm until sunset, except for
configurations that are overweight or over-length (not exceeding 85 feet, including rear
overhang) only. Some superload vehicle configurations may be required to travel during the
hours of darkness No travel is allowed on Sundays, except for loads that are permitted for
overweight or over-length (not exceeding 85 feet, including rear overhang) only. The Hauling
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Permit Section may modify the normal hours of travel or restrict times of travel if it is
determined necessary giving primary consideration to the safety and well-being of the traveling
public.
D. Night Travel option: Start 9:00 pm through 5:00 am Monday night through Friday morning.
Additional lighting is required on all corners at the widest points (Part V-Section 13.B). “Night
Travel option” request shall be made at time of application of the permit. General Blanket
Permit holders can request the “Night Travel option,” a brief explanation as to the need for such
moves (night highway/roadway projects, etc.).
E. When road conditions, visibility or unfavorable weather conditions make traveling hazardous to
the operator or to the traveling public, permitted vehicles are not authorized to operate unless
responding to an emergency. Law-enforcement judgment shall prevail in all circumstances.

PART V
ESCORT SERVICES AND
OTHER SAFETY REGULATIONS
Section 11 - Escort Vehicles, Equipment Requirements and Escort Driver Certification
Escort Vehicles and Equipment Requirements. Escort Vehicle Driver Certification; and General Escorting
Guidelines (citing 24VAC20-81-160).
A. The escort vehicle shall be a truck not less than one-quarter ton-rated load capacity but not
more than 17,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) or a passenger vehicle of not less
than 2,000 pounds gross weight. Escort vehicles shall not resemble nor be confused with lawenforcement or safety-assistance vehicles. Escort vehicles shall be in compliance with all state
and local registration processes required by the state in which the vehicle is registered. Escort
vehicles shall not be over dimensional or overweight while in use performing escorting duties.
They are not permitted to pull a trailer of any kind while performing escorting duties and shall
have an unobstructed view through the rear window.
B. All escort vehicles shall be equipped with a two-way radio communication system to maintain
communications between the permitted vehicle driver and all escort vehicles in the group.
C. Front or lead escort vehicles are required to have a height pole/hot-pole when required by
permit. While performing escorting duties the pole shall be extended at least three inches above
the specified height of the vehicle configuration being escorted.
D. Escort vehicles headlamps shall be on at all times while escorting over dimensional/overweight
movements.
E. All escort vehicles shall have at least one light, rotating or strobe, positioned on top of the escort
vehicle. The light must be visible for a distance of at least 500 feet in all directions by
approaching vehicles.
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F. Paddles shall be at least 18 inches by 18 inches with six-inch high lettering. For greater visibility,
a high-intensity flashing stop/slow paddle may be used.
G. All flags used for flagging purposes shall be red or any highly fluorescent color, not less than 18
inches square and in good condition. Flags shall be placed at the extremities of a vehicle load to
identify overwidth or secured at the end of the load to identify overhang.
H. Individuals performing flagging activities shall wear a hard hat and a red or any highly visible
fluorescent traffic vest or jacket of approved Type ANSI II or III.
I.

Escort vehicles shall have signs, descriptive of the load being escorted, i.e., "Wide Load" or
"Oversize Load" or "Overweight Load." At a minimum, the signs shall be displayed in black eightinch high letters with a minimum of 1-1/4 inch brush strokes on a yellow banner. The banner
shall be mounted on the front and rear bumper of the escort vehicle. If displayed on the roof of
the escort vehicle other drivers must be able to read the signs when approaching or following
the escort vehicle.

J.

A minimum of one Underwriters Laboratories (UL) or Factory Mutual Laboratories (FM)
approved, five pounds or greater, Type "BC" or "ABC" fire extinguisher shall be carried in the
escort vehicle or escort vehicles.

K. Reflective triangles or road flares shall be used to warn oncoming or approaching vehicles of a
breakdown.
L. Escort vehicles shall not carry any Hazardous Materials requiring it to display placards.
Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.
Escort Vehicle Driver Certification. (citing 24VAC20-81-170).
Certification as an escort vehicle driver is mandatory when escorting oversize loads.
A. Virginia residents who possess a valid Virginia driver's license shall obtain their certification
through Virginia's Escort Vehicle Driver Certification Program. Non-Virginia residents may be
certified through Virginia's Escort Vehicle Driver Certification Program or through a certification
program from another state. Regardless of what state certifies the driver as an escort driver,
certification is considered invalid if the driver's license is not valid.
B. Successful applicants shall carry the certification document with them while escorting vehicle
configurations. Certification, along with a driver's license, must be presented when requested by
any DMV, law enforcement or Department of Transportation officials when requested. Failure
to have the certification in possession while escorting a permitted load will cause the movement
to be delayed until proper escorts and credentials are in place.
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C. Additional information concerning Escort Vehicle Driver Certification in Virginia can be
requested by calling the Hauling Permit Section at (804) 497-7135.
Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139)

Section 12 - When Escort Vehicles are Required
A.

1.
Primary routes

Secondary Routes

Those traveled routes most suitable for over
overdimensional/overweight vehicle on four (4) lanes
or greater, divided roadway.

All two lane routes

Up to 11’ – no escort

8’ 7” to 10’ – front escort

11’ 1” to 12’ – rear escort

10’ 1” – 12’ – front & rear escort

12’ 1” to 14’ – front & rear escort

Over 12’ – escort to be determined at the city’s
discretion, including Police Escort

Escorts Requirements on all Routes (Primary and Secondary)
Side Overhang exceeding 15” Front and Rear Escorts are required at all times
Lengths exceeding 85’ long:

Front and Rear Escorts are required at all times

Heights exceeding 14’ 5”

Front escort with height pole and Rear Escort are required at all times

Rear Overhang only exceeding 4’

Rear Escort Vehicle Required on all routes

Front Overhang only exceeding 10’ Front Escort Vehicle Required on all routes
When results of an engineering review show that escorts are needed to provide traffic control for
protection of the city’s infrastructure (ie. Bridge traffic signals, etc... )
Escort requirements are subject to change with individual consideration of weight, width, length,
height, geographical location, or route as determined by the issuing agent.

2. Escort vehicles shall not carry any Hazardous Materials requiring it to display placards.
B.

Police Escorts maybe required under the following:
1. On two lane non-divided roadways, moves 12’ wide or greater may require a police escort at
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the discretion of the reviewing agency.
2. Moves 14’ wide or greater may require a police escort at the discretion of the reviewing
agency
3. Single trip, Superload Single Trip, Superload Banket permits may require police escorts at
the discretion of the reviewing agency.

Section 13 - Safety Requirements
A. When an over-dimensional movement is routed upon any highway which is too narrow for twoway travel at all points, the front escort vehicle or a flagman shall advance to a point where twoway traffic can be maintained, stopping on-coming traffic at that location. When the load
reaches the location where traffic is stopped, the over-dimensional unit shall halt and allow
traffic to clear from both directions, the front escort vehicle or flagman shall then advance to
the next part for stopping traffic.
B. Flags - Red flags or any highly visible fluorescent colored flags shall be displayed at each of the
four corners of any vehicle configuration that is over-width or over-length. Flags shall be placed
at the extremities of the width or length. Flags must be eighteen inches (18”) square and in good
condition. Flags are not required when the vehicle is only over-height or overweight. For any
moves sunset to sunrise amber lights are required on the extremities in addition to the flags.
C. Flagman - When required to post a flagman to warn and direct approaching traffic, each flagman
shall possess a current certification from an approved VDOT/DMV program to perform this task.
Flagmen shall wear a red or any highly visible fluorescent colored jacket or vest and be equipped
with paddles reading "STOP" in white letters with red background. The paddles shall be a
minimum of Eighteen inches (18”) in diameter, mounted on a paddle or pole measuring six feet
(6’). Flagmen shall not be less than eighteen (18) years of age and capable of carrying out
flagging responsibilities.
D. Amber Flashing Lights - Over dimensional vehicles and loads. One amber flashing light shall be
located on top of the towing vehicle plus one amber flashing light shall be located on upper rear
of the vehicle or load being hauled, towed or self-propelled. Lights shall be visible for a distance
of five hundred feet (500’) or greater. Shall be of the type approved under § 46.2-1026.
Signs
1. All permitted loads or vehicles being moved on City roadways exceeding eight feet six
inches (8’6”) width, sixty-five feet (65’) in length or a height exceeding 13’6”shall display
appropriate warning signs.
2. Signs shall be posted front and rear and shall read “WIDE LOAD” or “OVERSIZE LOAD.”
The “WIDE LOAD” sign shall be used when overall width exceeds eight feet six inches
(8’6”). The “OVERSIZE LOAD” sign shall be used for over length and other oversize
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features. More definitive signs such as “WIDE LOAD” or “LONG LOAD” may be
substituted for the “OVERSIZE LOAD” sign when appropriate. The “LONG LOAD” sign
shall have preference when length exceeds one hundred feet (100’) and other oversize
features exist.
3. All signs shall have black lettering on a yellow background, mounted at least eighteen
inches (18”) above the roadway surface. The lettering shall be an eight inch (8”)
minimum height with a one and one-half inch (1-1/2”) minimum brush stroke width,
and a minimum one inch (1”) border all around. Signs shall be clean, legible and
mounted securely.
E. Securement - All loads shall be secured as outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 49,
Part 393 and Virginia State Code Title 46.2, Subtitle III, Chapter 10, Article 20 and the City
Weights & Measurers Hauling Manual.
F. Vehicle’s headlights and any other steady burning exterior lights shall be turned on while
moving an overweight or oversized permitted vehicle. Hazard/ 4-way flashers shall not be used.
G. Unless otherwise specified within the permit:
1. Traffic shall not be detained for more than ten (10) minutes for any reason. The driver of the
permitted vehicle will make every effort not to impede or inconvenience other vehicles.
2. Over width and over length loads shall not travel in convoy.
3. These movements including escort vehicles when so required must maintain a reasonable
and prudent travel distance in regards to roadway location, speed limit and traffic volumes.
4. Extreme caution is to be exercised when crossing narrow structures, high volumes of traffic
or encountering pedestrians along the roadway edge. Special safety precautions shall be
utilized during vehicle breakdown and the unit, when possible, shall be immediately
removed from the roadway.
5. No bridge railings are to be removed or adjusted; roadway structures, traffic control devices
or signs to be modified or tampered with to allow passage. Permission or assistance shall be
obtained from the proper municipal authority.
H. When road machinery is operating OUTSIDE the limits of a construction project, either towed or
under its own power, it is subject to the legal size and weight limits. Hauling permits ARE
required from the Permit Office for EQUIPMENT EXCEEDING LEGAL SIZE AND WEIGHT, when
equipment is moved on the public road it shall be unloaded/empty. See: § 46.2-1149. Unladen,
oversize and overweight, rubber-tired, self-propelled haulers and loaders; permits; engineering
analysis; costs.
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I.

Each permit shall specify the route(s) to be traveled. All permitted vehicles will be routed over
the safest and most desirable roadways, in the judgment of the issuing authority, even though it
may mean the distance to be traveled will be farther.
No vehicle shall be operated or driven across any bridge or culvert posted with signage
indicating weight limit if the gross weight of such vehicle is greater than such posted limit. The
issuing authority may impose temporary weight restrictions for reasons of deterioration or any
climatic weather conditions. These restricted weights shall be posted and no vehicles, loads or
machinery shall travel across any such area of reduced weight restrictions.

J.

Overhang - General
1. Any side overhang that exceeds 15 inches or five feet six inches (5’ 6”), as measured from
the center of the transport vehicle to the widest part of the vehicle or load, shall be
considered a wide load requiring certified front and rear escorts.
2. Any front over exceeding 10 feet shall have a front certified escort.
Rear overhang shall not exceed one third of the length of the load, two thirds of which must
rest upon the truck or trailer. Whenever the load on any vehicle extends more than four feet
(4') beyond the rear of the bed or body thereof, there shall be displayed at the end of the
load, in such a position as to be clearly visible at all times from the rear of the load, a red
flag, not less than twelve inches (12"), both in length and width. A certified rear escort shall
be required. Between sunset and sunrise, however, there shall be displayed at the end of
the load a steady burning red light plainly visible in clear weather at least five hundred feet
(500') to the sides and rear of the vehicle (§ 46.2-1121).
3. Under no circumstances shall an over length load be allowed to come in contact with the
roadway.

K. For night moves, see Part V - Section 13.B.
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PART VI
EMERGENCY SERVICES AND
NATIONAL DEFENSE MOVES
Section 14 - Emergency Moves
Emergency Moves. (citing 24VAC20-81-190).
All emergency move requests shall be called into the appropriate permitting authority or authorities. All
emergency move requests shall be called in to City of Suffolk, Public Works engineering – Permits at
(757) 514-7606. After hours moves shall be called into Suffolk Police Communications at (757) 9232350.

Section 15 - National Defense Moves
National Defense Moves. (citing 24VAC20-81-200).
The U.S. Department of Defense's Military Traffic Command shall be the sole certifying agency during
peacetime for all movements made by an agency declared essential to the national defense. During a
national emergency, movements essential to national defense would be far greater in scope, and those
not under direct control of one of the military departments or Department of Defense agencies would
be certified by the appropriate emergency transportation authority.
Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.

PART VII
RESPONSIBILITIES
Section 16 - Compliance with Federal, State and Local Laws
Compliance with State Laws and Permit Requirements. (citing 24VAC20-81-210 with city-specific
information).
A. The acceptance and use of the City of Suffolk hauling permit by the applicant or his designee is
his agreement that he will proof the permit for accuracy prior to traveling on the City of Suffolk’s
highways. If the document is incorrect, the permittee will immediately contact the Public Works
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Engineering - Permit section to obtain the proper hauling permit prior to traveling over City of
Suffolk’s highways. The permittee accepts full responsibility and the consequences associated
with having a hauling permit containing erroneous or incorrect information.
B. The acceptance and use of the City of Suffolk hauling permit by the applicant is his agreement
that he has met all legal requirements concerning operational authority imposed by motor
vehicle laws of Virginia, the DMV, or the federal government.
C. The acceptance and use of the City of Suffolk hauling permit by the applicant is his agreement
that each vehicle permitted is insured no less than that required by the Commonwealth of
Virginia.
D. The acceptance and use of the City of Suffolk hauling permit by the applicant is his agreement to
pay for all damages and cost involved to persons or property as a result of the permitted
movement.
E. The acceptance and use of the City of Suffolk hauling permit by the applicant is his agreement
that he will comply with all the terms and conditions as specified within the permit.

Section 17 - Injury or Damage
Injury or Damage. (citing 24VAC20-81-220 with city-specific information).
A. The permittee assumes all responsibility for an injury to persons or damage to public or private
property caused directly or indirectly by the transportation of vehicles and loads moving under
the authority of a state-issued permit. Furthermore, the permittee agrees to hold the City of
Suffolk and its employees and other city agencies and their employees harmless from all suits,
claims, damages or proceedings of any kind, as a direct or indirect result of the transportation of
the permitted vehicle.
B.

Crash / Accident / Damage to Property
1. The permittee shall immediately notify the Suffolk Police Department of such
occurrence.
2. The permittee shall notify the One Stop Shop Permit Office (757) 514-7606 of any crash or
damage to property. This notification shall be made within 24 hours of the occurrence.

Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.
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PART VIII
DENIAL; REVOCATION; REFUSAL TO RENEW; APPEAL INVALIDATION
Section 18 - Denial; Revocation; Refusal to Renew; Appeal; Invalidation.
Denial; Revocation; Refusal to Renew; Appeal; Invalidation. (citing 24VAC20-81-230 with city-specific
information).
1. An overweight or oversize permit may be revoked by the City of Suffolk upon written findings
that the permittee violated the terms of the permit, which shall incorporate by reference these
rules, as well as state and local laws and ordinances regulating the operation of overweight or
oversized vehicles. Repeated violations may result in a permanent denial of the right to use city
highway system or roads for transportation of overweight and oversized vehicle configurations.
A permit may also be revoked for misrepresentation of the information on the application,
fraudulently obtaining a permit, alteration of a permit, or unauthorized use of a permit.
2. Hauling permits may be denied to any applicant or company, or both, for a period not to exceed
one year when the applicant or company or both has been notified in writing by the City of
Suffolk designee that violations existed under a previously issued permit. Customers who are
delinquent in payment to other DMV functions will be denied a hauling permit until their
delinquent account or accounts are satisfied.
3. No permit application request shall be denied or revoked, or permit application renewal
refused, until a written notice of the violation of the issued permit has been furnished to the
applicant. The permittee may appeal in writing to the Permits and Inspections administrator or
his/her designee within 10 working days of receipt of written notification of denial or revocation
setting forth the grounds for making an appeal. Upon receipt of the appeal, the Permits and
Inspections administrator or his/her designee will conduct an informal fact-finding process
conforming to the requirements of the Code of Virginia and will issue a case decision that will be
the final administrative step. Judicial review of such decision shall be available pursuant to § 2.24025 of the Administrative Process Act. Upon revocation of the permit, it must be surrendered
without consideration for refund or credit of fees. Upon restoration of permit privileges a new
hauling permit must be obtained prior to movement on the city highway system.
4. Law-enforcement officials or weight-enforcement officials may invalidate or confiscate a hauling
permit if the permitted vehicle or vehicle combination is operating off the route listed on the
permit; if the vehicle has fewer axles than required by the permit; if the vehicle has less axle
spacing than required by the permit when measured longitudinally from the center of the axle
to center axle with any fraction of a foot rounded to the next highest foot; or if the vehicle is
transporting multiple items not allowed by the permit.
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5. Law-enforcement officials or weight-enforcement officials may direct the vehicle to a safe
location, at the permittee's expense, and detain the vehicle configuration until it meets all the
requirements of the hauling permit or until a new hauling permit is issued if the vehicle is not
traveling with escorts as required by the permit; if the vehicle is traveling outside the hours
specified within the permit; if the driver does not have the entire permit in the vehicle; if the
hauling permit has been invalidated or confiscated due to one of the conditions listed in
subsection 3 of this section; if the vehicle is over the permitted weight; or if law enforcement
deems the vehicle to be violating any safety requirement.

Statutory Authority
§ 46.2-203 and Article 18 (§ 46.2-1139 et seq.) of Chapter 10 of Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia.

Reference Section:
1
2
3

DMV 234
DMV MP-227
Code of Virginia

Virginia Hauling Manual
Hauling Geographical Regulations
§ 46.2-203, § 46.2-1139, § 46.2-1149, § 46.2-1149.6

PART IX
FEES
Fees – Fees will be charged in accordance with current adopted fee schedule.
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